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Plague was rife in big cities both iu Northern
and in Southern India, and it seriously hampered
the operations of the army. Towards the end of
the Shaikh's stay in Delhi, there was a serious
famine. The measures taken for famine relief are
interesting. As the land revenue was probably col-
lected in kind, and there were no crops, there was an
automatic remission of revenue. But the people had
to be fed and the method followed in Delhi is des-
cribed by the Shaikh. He himself took part in the
organisation of relief and had 500 persons to look
after. Mohalla* registers were made by Qazis and
other officers. The order was that about a seer
of grain were to be supplied per day from the State
granaries to every individual, big or small, slave or
free. In the circumstances it was a literal average.
We have already referred to the Sultan's fiscal,
policy, to the maritime trade of tbfe ports, and tcTlKe
t land trade from the NOT th-West frontier. Land reve-
nue formed the principal source of the State revenue.
We are justified in the inference that it was collected
in kind, as the Shaikh went out to receive some grain
collections from Amroha while the Sultan was in
the Deccan. There were State reserve granaries,
like those we mentioned when describing the city
walls of Delhi. The grain was no doubt comro*t$d
into cash as occasion required, and the accounts warn
kept in cash sums. Where the revenue was farmed,
the revenue farmer contracted to pay a lump sum,
and was sometimes ruined in the process.
*A mohalla is a small division of at town.